Retail Revival in Shaker Heic h;s

Coordinated renovation updates original commercial buildings at Shaker Commons

By Nancy Loyan Schuemann | Photos by David Wilding

n the south side of Chagrin Boulevard across from Shaker Towne Centre stands Shaker
Commons, a row of buildings reflecting the rraditional architecture of Shaker Heights. For
more than a century, Shaker Heights has stood as a stalwart example of superior city planning,
including strict zoning and building codes, that has sustained the city as a community of great

architectural character and beaury. Today, with suburban development reaching far beyond its
boundaries, the landscape of Shaker Heights (now thought of as an “inner ring" or “first” suburh)
is deeply interwoven into the urban fabric and history of Grearer Cleveland.

The restoration of Shaker Commeons
recognizes and celebrates the history
of this COMmrnunity. The slate rnnfs,
cupc\las, charmlng dormers and rerail
facades have heen familiar landmarks
since the 19305 Through the years,
time had raken its rall. With the
vision of the principals of Allegra
Rtalt'!.r Advisors, Led., their related
investrment proup Bluewater Capital
Partners, LLC, the desipn talent
af Mulle + Associares, Inc and the

construction expertise of GSK, Inc.,
Shaker Commons has been renewed.
The vision to transform the dete-
ricrating row of retail btgﬂn in 2005,
The City of Shaker Heights had pur-
chased seven buildings, offering cver
36,000 square feer of retail, from indi-
vidual private cwners and creared a
comprehensive  development  plan.
The city completed a strestscape with
fresh landscaping, brick and concrete
walks, benches, bike racks and lighting.

Proposals ranged from tearing down the
structures and rebuilding to renovation.
Bluewater 'pri.nclpals PIC'S.‘.TlJ:td the city
with an initial d:slgn concept dtx'n:].optd
by Mulle + Associates with collareral
material, goals and objectives.
Bluewater acquired the property in
2006 and the decision was made to reno-
vate the solidly built struceures, retaining
their “ald world” charm. Bluewater's
vision was to preserve and restore the
authentic architectural character of the
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We are proud to have provided the
waterproofing, stonework, matching
brick veneer, new and restored
masonry for Shaker Commons.

GUALTIERI
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Ower 25 years experience in

-' l ‘ residential, commercial &
industrial masonry, including
l ‘ architectural brick and sfone
wiork, fireplaces and chimneys,
-k ‘ concrete, marble and tiles.

6511 B Chittenden Rd., Office 330/342-0510
Boston Hts OH 44236 Fax 330/342-4683
gualtieimasonry@msn.com Cell 330/571-6812

WE! ARE PROUD TO HAVE
PROVIDED \THE' FULL CARPENTRY
PACKAGE AT, SHAKER COMMONS

STRUCTURAL
STEEL WORKS LLC

FORIINEO, CALL 440-452-1265
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il o -
CATERED TO CUENTELE Amy Joy Donuts,
Reval{above) and New Milleninium Salon join
relocated and rencvated tenants Sherein-
Williarms, Al Mola Shoe Repair Shop, Touch of
ltaly Restaurant and State farm Insurance at
Shaker Cammons.

buildi.ngs, in contrast to a newly buile
retail center. Construction began in late
winter of 2007,

“Construction was phascd in order to
manage tenant expectations and inves-
tor cash flow,” says Fussell H Lamb, a
principal of Bluewater and Allegra.

“We became involved in the Shalker
Commons  project when  we  were
comtacted by Tim Mulle, the project
architect, who was locking for construc-
tion manapement services,” says Oary
Kohn, president of GSE, Inc. “We met
with Tim [Mulle] and Fussell Lamb
to determine their needs and we then
custorn tailored our services to meet
their requirernents.”

The first phase involved relocating the
existing Sherwin-Williams store. While
the new 5 000=quarefoat location was

BUILDING
MAINTENANCE
1934 St. Clair Ave.,
Cleveland, OH 44114

Chemical Cleaning « Caulking
Brick & Stone Replacement
Waterproofing - Sandblasting
Tuckpointing « Concrete Repairs

CALL RUsTY OR L1sA FERGUSON:

216-771-0502
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Mulle + Associates Inc.
2010 Center Street
Suite 300
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
p.216.861.5155
www.mulleassoc.com

Revitalizing Cleveland’s
Neighborhoods.
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